.+ £% Hempstead—A 20-year-old Ocean-
o ~+ .- 3side youth, paralyzed from the neck
HE ;Eﬂ;f' SECURITY ACT %2 ™ and faced with “endless” medical bills,

~ 7 * * won the admiration and the sympathy
- yesterday of two U.S. senators who are
.- = ¥ trying to find a way to ease the finan-
+ =& _ cial burden of problems such as his.
e % The youth, Kenneth Kunken, told a
e Senate subcommittee on health that he
- would need 24-hour care by an at-
tendant “possibly for the rest of my
life.” His father, Leonard, said that the
present system of health care offers no
means to pay medical costs for his son,
which he estimated at more than
- $40,000 a year. After their testimony,
. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.),
_* the subcommittee chairman, said, “I'm
a great admirer of his (Kunken’s)
B spirit. It’s an essential part of the
ealth crisis in this country, when you
can have this kind of devastation in a
family.” Sen. Peter H. Dominick (R-
Colo.) told the Kunkens, “We hope to
i develop some kind of system that will
! be of assistance to vou.”

' Yesterday’s hearing on. the Hofstra
{ University Campus wasg one of a series
| that the subcommittee 18 conducting in
| the New York area. Among the nearly
i two dozen witnesses were -representa-
tives of United Medical Service Inc.
. the Nassau Ceunty Family Service As-
sociation, the Long Island Federation
of Labor, the Nassau Emergency Food
and Medical Services Program, and
! the Bicountv Alliance of Health
- % (‘onsumers. All of the witnesses said
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60 per cent and hospital bills have
risen nearly 300 per cent in the last 10
years.

The senior Kunken told the subcom-
mittee that a $40,000 medical in-
surance policy covered most of his
son’s medical costs thus far, but he
added, “That’s all my son will be able
to get (from the policy) for the rest of
his life. But the expenses are endless.”
He said that despite current fund-rais-
ing activities, he probably would
eventually be forced to “divest myselt
of all my belongings. And then what
am I supposed to do?” he asked. The
younger Kunken, formerly a junior at
Cornell University and a linebacker on
the school’s lightweight football team,
broke his neck last October in a game.

Earlier in the hearing, Rocco
Campanaro, executive vice president of
the Long Island Federation of Labor,
told the subcommittee that “only a
complete restructuring of the (health
care) delivery system will do the job”
of improving health care in the U:.S.
“This can come only with enactment
of a National Health Insurance pro-
gram,” he said. Another witness, ‘an
elderly woman who refused to identify
herself, said that a dentist refused to
treat her when he found out she was
on Medicare. “I was already in the
dentist’s chair,” she said. “He said, ‘I
can’t take you. I won’t take you. You’ll
have to go.””

New York (AP)—Gov. Rockefeller
said vesterday he would submit to the
Legislature a measure to encourage
group-practice medical corporations.

Rockefeller disclosed his intention at
a luncheon meeting of his Steering
Committee on Sociai Problems, which
earlier in the day issued a detailed
study of the nation’s medical care sys-
tem- and recommended increased em-
phasis on group practice. '



